
How to name a font?
Sulki & Min



This is  
as much a question 

as a proposal.



The thing ITSELF  
is here: a version of 
Kraliçe with the S, A, 
L, and T we designed— 
the typeface in which  

this text is set. 
the question is, how to call it.



From the start,  
we knew what we 

wanted: a ‘gray’ font, 
whose characters 
would always be 

rendered in gray, not 
black or white.

We wanted to take  
the ideal of gray page (achieved 

by the even distribution of  
black elements and white spaces) 

and apply it recursively  
to individual letters.



We reverse-engineered  
the ‘normal’ S-A-L-T  

of Kraliçe,  
and assigned them 

different gray values 
based on each 

letter’s average 
frequency of 
appearance in 

Turkish and English.
The tonal values were  

translated to halftone screens, 
which were then applied back to 

the respective characters.



to avoid moire effect 
in print, we used 

‘random screening’.
In other words,  

the dots of the halftone screens  
were diffused without  

following rigid patterns.





Almost everything 
was determined 

mechanically, and 
there was little room 
for second thoughts.

easy.
But finding a right name  

for the font was not.



We wanted to give 
it a resonant name: 

something that  
could communicate  

our intention  
clearly. 

In that respect, ‘Kraliçe Gray’  
would be a natural choice.



But once we saw  
the actual result,  
we began to have 
second thoughts.



For example,  
the dots remind of 

grains of salt  
when reversed-out on 

black background.
Should we call it  

‘Kraliçe Salt’?



Also, due to 
the coarse screening, 

its characters  
lack the usual  

hard-edges. 
‘Kraliçe Porous’,  

or ‘Kraliçe Sponge’, then?



Someone suggested 
they looked  

foggy. 
‘Kraliçe foggy’,  

or rather, ‘Kraliçe smoggy’?



Our daughter said 
‘the characters are 

freckled!’ 
‘Kraliçe Freckled’, maybe.



Don’t they also look 
like some kind of 

seeds? Like the ones 
you find on Simits? 

‘Kraliçe sesame’?



You may also notice, 
especially in small 
sizes, they look like 
some kind of traces,  

like the dust-
catching residues of 

vinyl letters.  
‘Kraliçe Sticky’?



If possible, then,  
we would have called 

the font ‘Kraliçe 
Sticky Gray Smoggy 

Sesame Salt Freckled 
sponge’.  

But it’s not technically  
possible, is it?



Now, what we  
first had in mind, 

‘gray’, sounds  
least convincing.  

We’re not even sure  
if our original 

intention has been 
successfully  

realized. 
But we still like this font.



we don’t know  
what to do.

Please help us!


