DİNAMO MESKEN
SALT Ulus presents Ege Berensel’s multi-screen video installation on the story of sports club Dinamo Mesken, established in the city of Bursa in Turkey in 1975, whose players were subjected to torture, investigation, prosecution and sentencing.
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This exhibition traces the story of Ertuğrulgazi Gençlik ve Spor Kulübü [Ertuğrulgazi Youth and Sports Club], also known as Dinamo Mesken, the only club in the history of football in Turkey that was ordered to close because of its name.
Dinamo Mesken took its name from the Ukrainian football club Dynamo Kyiv, which became the Soviet Supreme League champion several times in the 1970s, and won the UEFA Cup Winners’ Cup in 1975. Depending on interpretation, the club separated or combined politics and football to such an extent that it could bring together members of Dev-Genç [Revolutionary Youth, a Marxist-Leninist organization] and the Grey Wolves [the youth wing of the extreme-right Nationalist Movement Party]. After the September 12 military coup in 1980, the name Dinamo Mesken was described as a “clear attack on national values;” and the club was ordered to close. During this incident a number of the club’s administrators and players were detained, tortured, tried and sentenced. 
Ege Berensel’s multi-screen video installation explores how this amateur club, and the social fabric of the area it was established in, were affected by the current conflicts playing out in Turkey. Beyond this, his research touches upon many of the long-lasting effects of the September 12 military intervention on social and urban structures, including the mass housing in the area of Mesken, the “leftist neighborhood” of 1960s Bursa, migrant families, neighborhood solidarity, the conflict between opposing ideologies on the football pitch, the relationship between politics and title deeds, and the introduction of apartments for security forces that were later built in the local area… Berensel also follows the residents of Mesken, who many years later came together to re-establish their club, developing a broad archival presentation on football.
Accompanying this video installation are two slide shows, one of photographs taken by Cemal Karadağ, the local photographer of the sports club who was murdered in 1980, and the other of found photos of amateur football clubs, many of which were shut down after the September 12 military coup.

The exhibition additionally features Biber Gazı Oley! [Pepper Gas Ole!] (2014), Berensel’s short video on the Gezi Resistance and football; Tribün ve Duhuliye [Stands and Basement Level] comprising Hikmet Ildız’s photographs taken in the late 1950s and early 60s; and Görülmüş Kütüphane [Approved Library], two found books, featuring the stamp of approval dated 1978 and 1982. The covers are of the books on football, but inside their sleeves are the banned books, Mahir Çayan: Bütün Yazılar [The Complete Works of Mahir Çayan, the leader of THKP, the People’s Liberation Party-Front of Turkey] and Lenin’s Paris Komünü Üzerine [On the Paris Commune].
Berensel’s research project of the same title was supported by a 2013 SALT Research Fund.
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The history of Dinamo Mesken
Ertuğrulgazi Gençlik ve Spor Kulübü [Ertuğrulgazi Youth and Sports Club] was founded in 1971, when the youth of the Mesken neighborhood decided to establish a sports club. 
Dynamo Kyiv was a football club that gained success not only in the Soviet Union, but also in Europe, and they were drawn against Bursaspor in the third round of the European Cup Winner’s Cup in the 1974-75 football season, advancing with wins of 1-0 and 2-0. In the game in Bursa, the youth from Mesken, who filled the stands to watch this important team from the Soviet Union, openly supported Dynamo Kyiv. They were so impressed by the fast attack tempo of Dynamo Kyiv, that after that game, they began to chant the slogan “Dinamo Mesken” in the stands during the games of their own team Ertuğrulgazi. After that, the club was increasingly referred to by that name.
The political atmosphere of the country in the late 1970s and early 80s had a negative impact on Dinamo Mesken that had until then managed to survive thanks to the support of its fans. There were incidents at every away game; during a game with Karacabeyspor in 1976, the team’s players and supporters were booed with slogans of “Communists to Moscow!;” and the club headquarters were raided by police. Donations raised for the club within the knowledge and permission of the Police Directorate, was described as “extortion” after the September 12 coup; and some of the administrators and players of the club were tried and found guilty. The federal status of the club was annulled.

The club was reestablished as Ertuğrulgazi Meskenspor by a group of past managers, trainers and players in 2008, and is still active in Bursa Amateur League.
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