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New exhibition at Salt Galata: “Dark World” opens on July 23.

Founded by Garanti BBVA, Salt’s new exhibition Dark World is an interdisciplinary research project by a visual artist and a screenwriter. The exhibition investigates the intricate story of the film of the same title, directed by Metin Erksan and written by Bedri Rahmi Eyüboğlu, situating it within the cultural landscape of 1950s Turkey. It traces the narratives surrounding the film and the questions raised by altered versions, public debates, rumors, conflicting accounts, and archival materials.  

Shot with a social realist perspective in the village of Sivrialan and the town of Ürgüp in rural Anatolia, the film portrays the life of Âşık Veysel, from his childhood to his emergence as a renowned folk poet, intertwined with a melodramatic love story. Yet the film’s narrative takes an unexpected turn after parts of the film were remade to align with the agricultural development and rural modernization policies of the period. The footage of combine harvesters in the Hudson fields—sourced from the United States Information Service, according to Erksan—along with constructed scenes of a village school and dispensary allegedly filmed on the outskirts of Istanbul, were used to present an idealized image of rural life. These additions sidelined Veysel’s life story and transformed the film into a vehicle for propagating official ideology. Among the reasons behind this shift are the censorship rulings issued by the Central Film Control Commission in Ankara, documented in three reports dated between December 1952 and November 1953. Although the reports did not explicitly state which scenes needed to be censored, they pointed to a broader concern about portraying an idealized vision of society. Following edits made by the producer, Atlas Film, the reworked version was eventually premiered on December 31, 1953, under the title Âşık Veysel’in Hayatı [The Life of Âşık Veysel]. The production process, commercial interests, and ideological tensions turned the film into an eclectic work whose entire character shifted in tandem with its title.

Today, the original film and parts of its story remain elusive. What survives is a disjointed montage, deleted or added scenes, audio disruptions, silences, and narratives built around them. The pre-censored cut and the premiered version are still unknown, while the copies in circulation differ somewhat in sound, image, and editing. Adding to this fragmented legacy is a 35mm nitrate print, which includes footage unearthed for the first time.

The exhibition is built on extensive research by artist Mike Bode and screenwriter Caner Yalçın, approaching the film not as a coherent narrative but as a material object shaped by cultural, political, and historical forces. Here, archival material is treated as something that can be reactivated through artistic processes. A selection of research material and a series of video installations are accompanied by a script that follows the interventions and alterations the film has undergone, as well as divergences between existing copies. Rather than attempting to reconstruct the original version of the film, the exhibition opens up multiple trajectories through which to examine the operative logics of censorship, the conditions of the film’s production, and the ideological apparatuses that informed its circulation and reception.

Programmed by Gülce Özkara from Salt, Dark World will be on view in the Mastercard Exhibition Hall at Salt Galata from July 23 to December 14. The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of public programs and an e-publication to be released in November. Further details about the public programs will be announced at saltonline.org and Salt’s social media channels.

The exhibition is realized with the contributions of Türk Tuborg A.Ş., Eureko Sigorta, Jotun, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Institut Français, and the Embassy of Mexico in Türkiye.

Mike Bode is a visual artist and researcher whose practice is frequently developed through interdisciplinary collaborations that focus on investigations of place and image in relation to societal, historical, and political shifts. His work has been presented at institutions including Kunst-Werke, Berlin; the Contemporary Art Centre, Vilnius; the Nobel Museum, Stockholm; the Secession, Vienna; the Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami; and the Yokohama Triennale.

Caner Yalçın is a screenwriter and filmmaker. He studied Journalism at the Faculty of Communication at Marmara University and received his MA in Cinema and Television from Istanbul Bilgi University. He has written screenplays for television channels and digital platforms. His work also includes writing and directing short films.

Salt is founded and supported by Garanti BBVA.
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