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Lost Shadows consists of 50 photographs selected by Vahap Avşar from thousands of images found in the AND Publishing Company archive.
The artist has been working on found imagery and issues of representation in printed materials such as posters, postcards and advertisements for 25 years. In 2010 Avşar procured the rights of AND’s exhaustive inventory. The works in the exhibition comprise images that never made it to print circulation. In Lost Shadows they are printed in rather large but identical dimensions and stand, wedged in self-supporting concrete bases. Forming a “forest of imagery,” the overall installation summons back the open and democratic exhibition approach of the architect Lina Bo Bardi in the São Paulo Art Museum in 1968.
Lost Shadows speaks of an era when there was neither direct calling nor the internet; a time when it was common practice to send postcards with panoramas of far away landscapes from a holiday, exile, or compulsory

military service, to family members, friends and lovers.
AND collection delivers a photographic journey initiated by photography safaris all around Anatolia beginning in the late 1970s. Wandering from village to village, the photographers, commissioned by AND, documented the streets, squares, buildings and the region’s distinctive geography to be used as postcards and posters. The images capture a specific time of the geography. Signs and symbols, customs, gestures and body language, economics and even the politics of the era can be traced in the photographs. The most enigmatic aspects of the collection are those that have never been used, or have been excluded from the set of attentively manipulated and exposed arrangements. Unexpected moments, things that are not supposed to be in the frame, as well as inimitable poses, allow the photographs to unfold utterly different stories. There is nevertheless an oddity in treating the geography as if it were an “open studio” during the tense political environment of the late 1970s, which was then followed by the fearful period brought by the 1980 military dictatorship.
Avşar’s one-person exhibitions include; Black Album (Rampa, Istanbul, 2013); iBerlin (TANAS, Berlin, 2012); Noneisafe (Charles Bank Gallery, New York, 2011); Vahap Avşar (Rampa, Istanbul, 2010); Come Who Ever You Are (W139, Amsterdam, 1993) and Myths (Galeri Zon, Ankara, 1991). He has also participated in numerous group exhibitions such as; Artists’ Film International (Whitechapel Gallery, London, 2015); Artists’ Film International (Istanbul Modern, Istanbul, 2015); Too early, too late (Pinacoteca, Bologna, 2015); Zwölf im Zwölften (TANAS, Berlin, 2011); Second Exhibition (ARTER, Istanbul, 2010). Avşar lives and works in New York and Istanbul. 
Concrete blocks are produced by Nilüfer Kozikoğlu from Urban Atelier, photographs are printed by LamArts. 
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